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On the night of August 12 the sleek yellow and chrome oe 
of San Francisco” met with disaster in the form of sabotage whi 
derailed and almost completely demolished the two-million-dollar 
train. Death toll reached 24, 13 of who were train employees, 
while 114 persons sustained injuries. 

In .Washington, D. C., the ICC at once began studying the 
nation’s first great all-streamliner wreck. Railroad men hoped the 
tragedy would throw light on the question: Which affords greater 
passenger protection, old-style 80-ton plated cars or new aluminum 
alloy chrome-steel types? 

Advocates of the latter cited the great tensile strength of new 
light alloys, the ability of light-weight stock to halt quickly 
without shock. Others declared that in the wild snap-the-whip 
action of the derailed cars at the Humboldt River, old-type, heavy 
stock would have suffered less in contact with the bridge. Many 
held that in either case the margin of protection did not vary more 
than ten per cent. 

It -will be remembered that: after the SP Tortuga wreck of 
last year involving cars of both light-weight and standard equip- 
ment that ICC recommended to railroads that in such trains 
the lightweight stock be placed at the rear of the consist, 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


Effective with this issue all subscriptions by persons ain | mem- 
bers of the Northern California Railroad Club will be discontinued 
and such refund as may be due those non-members who have sub- 
scribed in the past will be made, Such is the decision of the 
Western Railroader commission regarding non-member subscrip- 
tions, and reluctant as we might be to do so the amount due you 
$ will be found enclosed, 


The above action should not be a reflection upon the destiny 
ef The Western Railroader, nor the staff, for the paper will 
continue to be published, but for the membership of the Northern 
California Railroad Club alone. As usual, sample copies will be 
available to prospective members at the regular rate, but sub- 
scriptions are no longer available. Those who may wish to 
continue to get The Western Railroader by joining the club, may 
get full particulars from Mr. Warren E. Miller, Membership Chair- 
man, 1776 Greenwich Street, San Francisco, California. 

This issue marks another memorable date as it is the Iast 
one to be published under your editor's “guardianship”. Almost 
a year and a half ago your editor became connected with the 
paper as Managing Editor at the request of Messrs. Gibson and 
Carrick, printers of the paper. Since that time, except for 
the aid of Warren E Miller in the mailing end, the editorial 
@epartment has been almost a one man job. Now I am faced 

‘with an issue that should have been faced long ago; the experience 
of fast semester thdicates that I can not continue both my college 
work and The Western Railroader, ‘So sorry as I may be to do 
so, I have decided to discontinue my editorship of the paper 
how that college is reopening. 

I have on the other hand the knowledge that.I am returning 
the editorship to an experienced hand, namely Jack Gibson, who 
very capably nursed this paper through its first feur issues. Mr. 
Gibsen has stated that he will have many new innovations to 
offer, and he if ahyone will carry The Western Railroader to 
the heights to which we have been slowly heading. 

This will not mean an end to my connection with The Western 
Railroader however for I shall still be around; my jobs will be 
as a member of the Western Railroader commission as well as an 
associate on the editorial staff. I will be around when ever I 

can to assist my successor, and I trust that you will be as much 
ord to him as you have to me. 

Incidental te the change in editors, the mate editerial office 
will be removed to 118 Mt. Diablo Ave. Sen Mateo, Calif. _Cor- 
respondence to the old office will be fotwatted however. 

. wall, A, Gaido 
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PANAMA-PACIFIC EXPO. 1985. 





Many, if not all of us, are ac-} 


quainted with the switching op- 
erations that have been carried 
out on Treasure Island in con- 
nection with the Golden Gate 
International | Exposition, and 
have. read the interesting ac- 
count of the line that appeared 
recently in Railroad Magazine 
But how many of us realize that 
in 1915 a similar operation was 
carried out on the reclaimed 
lands that now constitute’ the 
Marina District of San Francisco 


Of primary importance to the 
building of the Panama Pacific 
International Exposition during 
the years 1911, 12, 13 and 14 
was the construction of a belt 
line to handle building materials 
and exhibits. 


In spite of compactness of 
plan 11% miles of standard- 
gauge railway track, with 70 
switches, and 17 acres of railway 
yards, wharves, and docks were 
necessary in the Exposition 
grounds. So the Division of, Works 
for the Exposition hired a lot 
of 75-pound steel rails from the 
Southern Pacific Railroad at sec- 
ond-hand valuation, and the Bur- 
eau of Railways proceeded. to 
build the system. It was one of 
the first things that had to be 
provided, and cost about $110,000, 
nearly $19,000 of which was for 
rental of equipment. that was re- 
turned in part, and in part sold 
for the owner’s account, Three 
miles. of this railway was inside 
the palaces, ‘with platforms for 
unloading. 





A ferry slip was built off the 
foot of Fillmore street, on a 
northest and southwest axis, as 
the location and position that 
would make it easiest to handle 
ferries and car floats. The slip 
had a three-track apron, so that 
cars could be taken from the 


-|floats of the various railways 


centering at San Francisco Bay 
and hauled to any part of the 
grounds without unloading. Cars 
could be and were transfered: in 


.|this way from the yards in Oak- 


land directly into the palaces. 
Before the opening of the Ex- 
position however, the State Board 
of Harbor Commissioners extend- 
ed the State Belt line railroad 
through the Fort Mason tunnel; 
and the tracks on the ferry: slip 
were removed and the slip used 
for Key System passenger boats 
from the East Bay. 

The main line of the railway 
ran from the ferry slip westward 
along the Esplanade to the race- 
track, and back by the Avenue 
of the Nations and the Avenue 
of the Palms to the switch yards 
eastward of the Machinery Pal- 
ace, where, during the construc- 
tion period, there was room for 
the storage of 200 cars, and 
where, before the Exposition op- 
ened, warehouses with 50,000 
square feet of warehousing 
space were built. 

The system having been built 
and put into operating form, it 
‘was turned over to a- separate 
corporation styled the “Exposi- 
tion Terminal Railway Com- 
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pany”. [at 
The object of the separate in- 
corporation was to avoid certain 
complications that would have 
arisen out of the direct operation 
of a railway by the Exposition 
itself under State and Federal 
commerce legislation, and to sec- 
ure certain benefits of rate com- 
binations with interstate rail- 
ways, under that legislation. The 
Exposition Terminal Railway re- 
ceived and handled all shipments 
to exhibitors, and provided ware- 
housing, and from this service 
considerable revenue was deriv- 
ed. As the Terminal Railway was 
not organized for private profit, 
however, practically all of its 
stock was turned over to the 
Exposition which received its 
gross returns and paid its op- 
erating expenses. 


A system of records and or- 
ganization was adopted in the 
Traffic Department much like 
that of any local agent’s office 
of a large railway terminal. I. 
J. Coen, an experienced railroad 
agent, was made agent of the 


Exposition Terminal Railway, 
and given a complete organiza- 
tion for the handling of accounts 
and records. The office force 
grew to 35, and organization was 
such that the Traffic Department 
knew at all times the record of 
any shipment. 

Terminal charges were neces- 
sarily imposed for getting the 
goods from the railroads out to 
the grounds and into the palaces. 

The terminal charge of rail 
shipments was ten cents a hun- 
dred pounds, minimum $1, cov- 
ering all charges from the regu- 
lar terminals to the exhibit 





|space. Mr. M, K. Jones was ap- 


pointed superintendent of the 
Terminal Railway in November 
1914, and had charge, under the 
Traffic Manager, not only of the 
railway operation, but of the de- 


livery vans handling the exhib- ° 


its from car to booth. 

As many as 1,600 tons were 
handled in a day and most of the 
works was done with one loco- 


motive. So well had the line been 
built that there was not a sing- 
le derailment. The tracks of the 
railway ran into all the exhibit 
palaces except those of Fine Arts 
and Horticulture, and this en- 
abled exhibits, in most cases, to 
be unloaded and delivered un- 
der shelter, at least until the 
rails had to be surfaced over 
for the automobile races. 


A very ingenious arrangement 
of switch tracks and spurs were 
used by which the palaces were 
served. An Ohio locomotive crane 
was used for unloading heavy ob- 
jects, and unloading platforms 


were built alongside tracks in’ 


palaces. Engines were leased from 
the Southern Pacific for the job, 
among them being number 1023. 

After the Exposition, the Term- 
inal Railway was used to carry 
away the exhibits, and later the 
buildings themselves. By the lat- 
ter part of 1916 much of the 
track had been pulled up and 
either returned to the Southern 
Pacific or sold for the account 
of the S. P. All that remains to- 
day is the State Belt Railroad’s 
line through the Fort Mason tun- 
nel, along the Marina, and into 
the Presidio. 
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FASTER SCHEDULES ON SP. 

Service between 
ues San Francisco and 
> SS 
w w quin 
SS Valley line was 
substantially im- 
proved August 1 with the cut- 
ting of two hours from the 
schedule of the San Joaquin train 
52 and of one hour and 35 min- 
utes from the running time of 
51. Both schedules are the “San 
Joaquin”, the day train between 
San Francisco and Los Angeles 
via the Valley. Arriving at’ Los 
Angeles at 7:35 p.m. train 52 now 
makes direct connections with 
evening trains for eastern points 

At the same time, two new lo- 
cals, 53 and 54, were placed in 
service daily between San Fran- 
cisco and Fresno, serving: stops 





ient connections at Fresno with 
51 and 52. 

Also shortened in 
time is 55, the Tehachapi, whose 
schedule from Los Angeles to 
San Francisco via Fresno has 
been cut 30 minutes. It has been 
rerouted through Martinez in- 
stead of Niles Canyon. Tratin 
289, the Sparks-San Francisco lo- 
cal has been speeded up one 
hour and 50 minutes providing 
a 9:05 departure from Sparks. 

Trains 231 and 232 (formerly 
eoaches and provide connection 
282 between Sacramento and 
Tracy now carry air-conditioned 
with 51 and 52 to and from Los 
Angeles. The new setup cuts an 
hour and 40 minutes from Sacra- 











running ; 





mento and.Los Angeles service 
in each direction and gives a 12- 
hour schedule southbound and a 
12-hour and 35 minute schedule 
northbound. 
S.P..s NEW ENGINES COMING 
First of the 28 new cab-in- 
front 4-8-8-2 type locomotives or- 
dered last February, left Bald- 
win Locomotive Works at Eddy- 
stone, Pa., July 21, destined for 
El Paso, where it will be ass- 
embled and then continued west- 
ward probably in regular train 
service. Samuel M. Vauclain, 
Chairman of the Board and Char- 
les E. Brinley, president of Bald- 
win, took part in a special cere-- 
mony when the locomotive was 
turned over to Frank E. Russell, 
mechanical engineer for South- 


lern Pacific, who is located at 
no longer made by the through 


day trains, and making conven-- 


the works during the construc- 
tion of the new power. 

The scene was reminiscent of 
May 26th, 1922, when a solid 
trainload of 20 S.P. locomotives 
(part of an order of 50) moved 
out of Eddystone and attracted 
national acclaim as the “Pros- 
perity Special” during its trip 
across the continent to Los An- 
geles. In delivering the new 
4-8-8-2 locomotive, chairman Vau- 
clain recalled the incident of 17 
years ago and hoped that the 
Southern Pacific was again lead- 
ing the way in a general reviv- 
al of all forms of business. 

In addition to the 28 oil burn- 
ing locomotives being built by 
Baldwin, the Lima Locomotive 
Works is building 12 coal burn- 
ers of the 2-8-8-4 type. These 
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latter engines are of the same 
general type as the 4-8-8-2’s but 


have the cab in the conventional | 


position in back of the boiler 
instead of the front. These coal 
burners are for service on the 
Rio Grande Division. The 40 new 
locomotives will cost approxi- 
mately $7,250,000. 





NEW CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

As a result of the mishap of 
Augusf 13th to the City of San 
Francisco railroad officials were 
faced with the need of replacing 
it, but quickly. For the August 
15th run from San Francisco 
a special train was made up of 
a “Daylight” coach, a number of 
new standard Pullmans, and a 
streamlined observation off the 
Treasure Island Special. The new 
train made a 47 and 30 minute 
run to Chicago. 

On August 23rd the Southern 
Pacific-Union Pacific-Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroads put a 
new City of San Francisco on to 
operate until the old train is re- 
paired or replaced. The equip- 
ment has been borrowed from 
various Eastern railroads and is 
pulled by a Union Pacific diesel 
electric. The consist is as follows: 

A baggage car, a 48 passenger 
coach, duplex diner, Pullman 
“Imperial Fountain”, Pullman 
“City of Chicago”, Pullman “Lu- 
Louis”, and Pullman “Geo. M. 
cus County”, Pullman “Alleghany 
County”, Pullman “City of St. 
Pullman”. i 

The consist is unusual in that 
all Pullmans are bedroom, com- 
partment or roomette cars and 





the train carries no sections, open 
or closed. = — 
INDIAN VALLEY ENGINE NOW. 
OPERATING ON DEEP CREEK 
The rails and equipment of 
the recently abandoned Deep 
Creek Railroad have been sold 
to the United Commercial Co. in 
San Francisco, who _ recently 
scrapped the Indian Valley. In- 
dian Valley No. 2, a 2-8-0, is be- 
ing used to scrap the Deep 
Creek. The No. 2 of the Deep 
Creek is reported to be headed 
for San Francisco for scrapping. 





N.W.P. ABANDONMENT 
DRAGS ON 


Hearings on the 
abandonment of 
Northwestern Paci- 
fic’s electric train 
service continued in 
San Francisco through the month 
of August with no new develop- 
ments in the hearings except 
the continual ganging up on the 
application of the Bridge Bus 
Lines by the N.W.P. and Grey- 
hound. 





Latest  solu- 
tion brought 
‘forth was the 
proposal _ that 
the Key System 
be brought in to operate the 
Northwestern Pacific’s electric 
service. Key officials when ap- 
proached by Marvelous Marin 
representatives were non-commit- 
al though they promised to in- 
vestigate the prospects. 
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NEW CARS SOON TO ARRIVE 

The new cars for 
the Municipal Rail- 
way of San Fran- 
cisco are scheduled 
to atrive on or about 
October 15th transit 
officials in San Francisco have 





reevaled, and will be put in serv-' 
ice immediately on the lines with! 


the heaviest traffic load to test 
their new features. Officials of’ 
the Railway indicate that the, in- 
come for the past few months if 


' ¢ontinued will insure ‘enough 
- ffoney in the coffers to entirely 


rebuild the track and buy néw 
ears in a few years. 





MARKET SEEKS TO CUT 
OFF MORE CARS 
ote I Market pote 
rane ailway has applied 
aR to the Board of Su-| 
-pervisors of San 
Francisco for permis- 





ses along the route of the num- 
bers 10, 25, 27, 35 and 36 lines 


hots’ and supplément the car'| 


es except the joint PE. -LARY 
weekly pass. The new fares are 
such time as after more delibera- 
tion the Commission authorizes 
higher fares. 





S.P. SEEKS END TO EAST BAY 
STEAM COMMUTE SERVICE 
‘The Southern Pacific has ap- 
plied to the State Railroad Com- 
mission for permission to dis- 
continue four commute runs now 
operated between Martinez and 
San Francisco. The trains, ‘num- 
bers 203, 205, 206 and 282, give 
commute service to the non-elec- 
tric territory north of Albany, 
j and at present give afrivals in 
San Francisco at 7:50 and 8:25 
in the morning and departures at 
4:15 and 5:20 in the evening. 
The railroad declares that the 
number of persons now using 
its service no longert justifies 
running these trains. If the com- 
pany is Suctessfol it will mean 


Sion to operate bus-| an end to the commuter service 


in the airea as these are the only 
Mocal” trains at presetit between 


te replace the street cars in off! San Franciscd and Martinez. 





service dutiag the morning and|L.C.C. oK’Es NEW LINE 


evening rush. fndications are 


The Interstate Commerce Com- 


that the board will approve the| mission has approved the pro- 


request subject to certain res- 

trictions. 

LARY GETS FARE INCREASE 
The Railroad Commission .of 


posal under which a proposed 
Mount Vernon Terminal Railway 
Company Inc., would acquire and 
operate a 1.5 mile line extending 
from Mowtnt Vernon, Washisgton, 


California granted on August|to North Mount. Vernon; and op- 
9th last the application of the|erate under trackage rights over 
Los Angeles Railway for permis-| the Puget Sound and: Cascade’s 
sion to raisé their farés to 8 cefts|'six. mile line : between North 
cash and 6: tokens for: 36° éetits|Mount ‘Vernon and Clear Lake 
and ‘discontitiué all weekly puss ‘as, well, ‘as oyer | a. % mile stretch 
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“ef track owned by the Puget SANTA FE OFFERS ‘SPECIAL 


Sound Pulp and Timber Company| TRAIN SERVICE 


from North Mount Vernon to the) Santa Fe Railway officials to- 
terminous. day announced that special train 
The proposal is an aftermath of| service, in addition to the regu- 
the recent abandonment by the|lar schedules, will be available 
Puget Sound and Cascade of its| between San Francisco and Bak- 
entire line. of 28 miles, and is|ersfield, from Sept. 1 to Sept. 
designed to continue switching|10. The company anticipates a 
service in and around Mount Ver-| heavy travel movement covering 
non and prolong freight service| that period, it was stated. 
to the loggig operations at Clear| The following schedules were 


Lake. announced: 

_—_— Special trains northbound: 
SANTA FE FEATURED leave Bakersfield Sept. 1 at 4:30 
IN “LIFE” p.m. Sept. 2 at. 11:30 a.m. and 


The Santa Fe|4:30 pm. Sept. 4 at 4:30 p.m. 

Railway’s all-coach| Sept. 8 at 4:30 p.m. Sept. 9 at 
streamliner ‘*E1/ 11:30 a.m. 
Capitan”. was fea-| Special trains southbound: 
tured in a recent|leave San Francisco Sept. 2 at 
issue of “Life”! 8:30 a.m. Sept. 4 at 8:30 a.m. and 
magazine in an article titled “Day| 6:45 p.m. Sept. 9 at 8:30 am. 
Coach. Limited”. Though not in| Sept.. 10 at 6:45 p.m. 





_ the line of .engine-pictures the} Air conditioned diners, lounge 


article should be of interest to|cars and parlor cars will be pro- 
railfans in as much as it des-| vided on special trains without 
cribes the new order in coach| additional cost. 

transportation. Though we might 


point qut many other trains in) Northern California RR Club 


the west offering equal accom-|NoRTH OF MARKET Excursion 
odations to coach passengers, the; Sept. 24, 1939 75 cents 


El Capitan is unusual in that it Limited to sixty 
carries ONLY coach passengers Reservations: Walt Sievers; P. O. 


a a overnight . streamlined! ,, 47, Mill Valley, California 
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